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Mr. Saad A. Al-Kubaisi, Manager at QP, 
Visits Japan

Under the FY2007 JCCP VIP 

Invitation Program, JCCP had invited 

Mr. Saad A. Al-Kubaisi, Manager, 

Corporate HSE, Qatar Petroleum (QP), 

to Japan, from February 5 to 9, 2008. 

The visit was realized in response to a 

request made by Mr. Al-Kubaisi in his 

meeting with Mr. Katsuo Yokoyama, 

Managing Director of JCCP, when Mr. 

Yokoyama visited QP last November.

Mr. Al-Kubaisi’s cooperation was 

greatly instrumental in holding the 

Petroleum Company (KNPC), Mr. 

Farouk Al-Zanki, KNPC Chairman, 

was initially scheduled to deliver a 

special opening address. However, due 

to an urgent circumstance, Mr. Asa’ad 

Ahmad E. Al-Saad, Deputy Chairman 

& Deputy Managing Director of Mina 

Al-Ahmadi Refinery, gave an address on 

behalf of Mr. Al-Zanki, saying that this 

year’s theme is a highly timely theme, 

given today’s situation in Kuwait’s oil 

industry. 

From the Japanese side, Prof. Sachio 

Asaoka, as leader of the group of speakers 

from Japan, gave an opening speech on 

the significant role of the Kuwait closer 

together symposium in bringing Japan 

and in the spirit of cooperation. From 

the KISR side, Dr. Naji Mohammed 

Al-Mutairi, Director General, thanked 

all participants for their attendance, and 

expressed his strong hopes to implement 

a successful symposium. 

The theme of “Heavy Oil Processing 

Technologies” was selected as a highly 

specialized theme directly relating to 

measures for processing Kuwait crude, 

which is expected to become even heavier 

in the future. The theme attracted strong 

interest from the Kuwaiti side, and drew 

close to 70 participants to the seminar, 

including engineers from KNPC’s three 

refineries. 

The symposium featu red 13 

presentations: 7 presentations, including 

2 keynote lectures, by Japanese speakers, 

and 6 presentations by Kuwaiti speakers. 

The speakers also invited and engaged in 

active discussions with the audience. 

The Japanese speakers were 

composed of 5 members who have 

achieved significant research results in 

the field of heavy oil processing catalysts, 

including 4 university professors and a 

corporate researcher. 

The next Kuwait-Japan Joint 

Symposium is scheduled to be held 

in January 2009, under the theme,  

“Desulfurization and New Fuels.”

<by Kazuhisa Okumura, 
Technical Cooperation Dept.>

GCC-Japan Environment Symposium 

with QP in February 2007. In FY2006, 

he supported JCCP’s proposal to QP 

for the joint implementation of the 

symposium, by personally explaining 

the details of the proposal to H.E. 

Abdullah Al-Attiya, Minister of Energy 

& Industry and Chairman of QP, and 

obtaining the minister’s approval. Mr. 

Al-Kubaisi also acted as the chief 

executive in charge of the symposium on 

the QP side, and brought the symposium 

to a successful completion. 

On February 6 and 7, Mr. Al-Kubaisi 

participated in the JCCP International 

Symposium, during which he met 

with Mr. Mikio Kojima, Executive 

Director of JCCP, to discuss future 

cooperation between JCCP and QP. 

On February 8, he held discussions 

with environmental experts in Japan, 

accompanying Dr. Ali Hamed Al-Mulla, 

Manager, Corporate Environment and 

Sustainable Development, QP, who 
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came to Japan as one of the panelists in 

the symposium. In the morning of the 

8th, Mr. Al-Kubaisi and Dr. Al-Mulla 

visited the Petroleum Association of 

Japan (PAJ) and exchanged views on 

energy-saving measures and global 

warming countermeasures at Japanese 

refineries. In the afternoon, they visited 

Nippon Oil Corporation and discussed 

environmental issues after receiving a 

brief summary of the company’s CSR 

(Corporate Social Responsibility) report 

and an introduction of its environmental 

activities. 

Through the invitation, JCCP has 

offered Mr. Al-Kubaisi an opportunity 

to enhance his understanding of JCCP 

activities, as well as to witness Japan’s 

latest environmental technologies, and 

to broaden his views about the energy 

situation, in particular the status of oil 

in Japan. Mr. Al-Kubaisi’s visit was 

also extremely significant in terms 

of the fact that a key leader in the 

oil industry in a major oil-producing 

country has deepened and increased his 

understanding and trust in Japan.

We would l i ke  to  t a ke  t h is 

opportunity to report to PAJ and Nippon 

Oil Corporation that Mr. Al-Kubaisi’s 

visit has had tremendous meaning 

to Japan’s oil industry, and to thank 

everyone who warmly welcomed his 

visit to Japan.  

<by Koichi Io, 
Technical Cooperation Dept.>
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